
The Complete USA to Europe Pet Import 
Guide 
Moving a pet across the Atlantic is not as simple as booking a flight and packing a carrier. 
Every USA to Europe pet import involves paperwork, health checks, timing, and rules that 
change depending on which EU country you are heading to. Miss one step and your pet 
could be delayed, quarantined, or turned away at the border. 

This guide breaks down exactly what you need for a successful USA to Europe pet import in 
plain language. You will find the official requirements, a week by week timeline, a cost 
breakdown, and country specific notes for the most common destinations. Whether you are 
relocating for work, family, or a fresh start, this guide covers what pet owners moving pet 
from USA to Europe routes need to know before they book a single flight. 

Quick Snapshot: Everything Your Pet Needs 
Before we get into the details, here is the short version. Most dogs and cats making the 
move need the following in this order. 

Requirement Applies To Typical Timing 

ISO microchip All pets Before rabies shot 

Rabies vaccination All pets At least 21 days before 
travel 

USDA endorsed health 
certificate 

All pets Within 10 days of travel 

EU Health Certificate 
(Annex IV) 

All pets entering the EU Signed by USDA 
accredited vet 

Tapeworm treatment Dogs entering Finland, Ireland, 
Malta, Norway 

24 to 120 hours before 
arrival 

Approved carrier Air travel Purchased in advance 

Keep this table close. Nearly every question pet owners ask about this type of move traces 
back to one of these six items. 

Understanding EU Pet Entry Requirements 
The European Union treats pet travel as a public health matter, not just a paperwork 
exercise. Because the USA is classified as a "listed" third country under EU rules, the 
process is more straightforward than it is for unlisted nations. Still, the EU pet entry 
requirements are specific and unforgiving of shortcuts. 



1. Microchipping Comes First 

Your pet needs an ISO 11784/11785 compliant microchip implanted before the rabies 
vaccination is given. If the microchip goes in after the vaccine, most EU countries will not 
accept that vaccination and you will need to start the clock over. This is one of the most 
common and costly mistakes owners make. 

2. Rabies Vaccination Timing Matters 

The rabies shot must be given after the microchip and at least 21 days before departure. If 
your pet has never had a rabies vaccine, or the timing between chip and shot was reversed, 
plan for a minimum three week wait before travel. 

3. The EU Health Certificate 

This is the centerpiece of any USA to Europe pet import. A USDA accredited veterinarian 
must examine your pet and complete the EU Health Certificate, known officially as Annex IV. 
A USDA APHIS office then endorses the document. This certificate is only valid for 10 days 
from the exam date to entry into the EU, and it stays valid for onward travel within the EU for 
four months. Timing your vet visit correctly is not optional. It is the single deadline that 
decides whether your travel dates work. 

4. Tapeworm Treatment for Dogs 

Dogs traveling to Finland, Ireland, Malta, or Norway need a tapeworm treatment 
(praziquantel or equivalent) administered by a vet between 24 and 120 hours before entry. 
The vet must record the product name, date, and time on the health certificate. Cats are 
exempt from this rule. 

5. Age and Vaccination History 

Puppies and kittens usually need to be at least 12 weeks old for the rabies vaccine and at 
least 15 weeks old at the time of travel, since the rabies shot only becomes valid 21 days 
after it is given. Younger pets typically cannot meet the EU's entry rules yet, so factor this 
into any relocation timeline involving a new pet. 

Your Week by Week USA to Europe Pet Import Timeline 
A successful move comes down to sequencing. Here is a realistic timeline that most owners 
can follow. 

Timeframe Action Steps 

4 to 6 months 
before 

Confirm your destination country's specific rules with the embassy 
or consulate. Book your USDA accredited vet appointment. 



3 months before Microchip your pet if not already done. Administer or confirm rabies 
vaccination. 

6 to 8 weeks before Research airline pet policies and book a pet friendly flight or a 
specialized pet shipping service. 

3 to 4 weeks before Confirm the 21 day rabies waiting period has passed. Begin 
gathering supporting documents. 

10 days before 
travel 

Schedule the official health exam with your USDA accredited vet. 

2 to 5 days before 
travel 

Submit paperwork for USDA APHIS endorsement (in person, by 
mail, or electronically depending on your state). 

24 to 120 hours 
before arrival 

Tapeworm treatment for dogs entering Finland, Ireland, Malta, or 
Norway. 

Travel day Carry all original documents, the endorsed health certificate, and 
your pet's carrier meeting airline specifications. 

Building in buffer time is smart. USDA APHIS offices can take several business days to 
process endorsements, especially during peak relocation season in the summer months. 

The Full Document Checklist 
Print this list and check items off as you complete them. 

●​ Proof of ISO compliant microchip (implanted before rabies vaccine) 
●​ Rabies vaccination certificate showing the date and the microchip number 
●​ USDA endorsed EU Health Certificate (Annex IV) 
●​ Rabies titer test results, only required if your pet is arriving from certain non listed 

countries or has an unclear vaccination history 
●​ Tapeworm treatment record, for dogs entering Finland, Ireland, Malta, or Norway 
●​ Airline booking confirmation and pet reservation number 
●​ Import permit, if your destination country requires one 
●​ A recent photo of your pet, useful for identification during transit 

Missing even one of these items can hold up your pet at customs. Keep both digital and 
printed copies, and store originals in a waterproof folder attached to the carrier. 

Choosing How Your Pet Travels 
There are three common ways of moving a pet from the USA to Europe, and each has trade 
offs worth weighing. 

In cabin. Small dogs and cats under a set weight (usually around 20 pounds including the 
carrier) can sometimes fly in the cabin on select airlines. Space is limited and booked early. 



Checked baggage or cargo hold. Larger pets typically travel in a pressurized, temperature 
controlled cargo hold as manifest cargo. This is standard practice on most major carriers for 
transatlantic routes. 

Pet shipping specialists. For pets with complex needs, flat faced breeds, or owners who 
prefer not to manage logistics themselves, working with pet relocation specialists removes 
much of the coordination burden. These services handle crate training, airline booking, 
paperwork review, and customs clearance on your behalf. 

A note on breed restrictions: many airlines restrict or refuse to transport snub nosed breeds 
such as French Bulldogs, Pugs, Persian cats, and similar breeds due to higher health risk 
during flight. Confirm your airline's specific policy well before booking. 

Country by Country Notes 
While these entry rules are standardized at the union level, some member states apply extra 
conditions worth knowing about before you finalize your destination. 

Country Extra Notes 

France Standard EU rules apply. No additional tapeworm requirement. 

Germany Standard EU rules apply. Import notification recommended for connecting 
flights. 

Netherland
s 

Standard EU rules apply. Amsterdam Schiphol has clear pet arrival 
procedures. 

Ireland Tapeworm treatment required for dogs. Advance notice to authorities 
recommended. 

Finland Tapeworm treatment required for dogs. Strict adherence to the 24 to 120 
hour window. 

Malta Tapeworm treatment required for dogs. Additional import permit may apply. 

Spain Standard EU rules apply. Popular entry point with frequent direct USA 
flights. 

Italy Standard EU rules apply. Some regional customs offices request extra 
copies of paperwork. 

If your final destination is outside these examples, the underlying EU pet entry requirements 
still apply, since they are set at the union level rather than negotiated country by country. 

Budgeting for a USA to Europe Pet Import 
Budgeting ahead avoids surprises. Costs vary by pet size, airline, and whether you hire a 
relocation specialist. 



Cost Item Typical Range (USD) 

Microchip $45 to $65 

Rabies vaccination $20 to $60 

USDA accredited vet exam and health 
certificate 

$150 to $400 

USDA APHIS endorsement fee $38 per certificate 

Tapeworm treatment (if required) $30 to $75 

Airline pet fee (in cabin) $125 to $250 

Airline or cargo fee (larger pets) $500 to $2,500+ 

Approved travel crate $80 to $350 

Full service pet relocation specialists $1,500 to $5,000+ 

Owners handling the process independently often spend between $800 and $2,000 for a mid 
sized dog. Those who hire pet relocation specialists to manage the full move, crate, flight 
booking, paperwork, and customs, should expect the higher end of the range in exchange 
for far less personal coordination. 

Common Mistakes That Delay a Pet Import 
A few recurring errors account for most of the last minute problems owners run into. 

1.​ Vaccinating before microchipping. This forces a restart of the 21 day waiting 
period. 

2.​ Booking the vet exam too early. The health certificate expires 10 days after the 
exam if not endorsed and used in time. 

3.​ Assuming all EU countries have identical rules. Tapeworm treatment and import 
permits vary by destination. 

4.​ Choosing a carrier that does not meet airline specifications. Airlines can and do 
refuse pets in non compliant crates. 

5.​ Underestimating processing time at USDA APHIS offices. Peak season delays 
are common, particularly in summer. 

6.​ Forgetting return trip requirements. If you plan to bring your pet back to the USA 
later, different rules may apply on re-entry. 

The Case for Hiring Pet Relocation Specialists 
A USA to Europe pet import touches veterinary medicine, airline policy, customs law, and 
government paperwork all at once. Many owners choose to hire relocation specialists rather 



than manage every moving part themselves, particularly when relocating for a job with a 
fixed start date. 

A good pet relocation partner will typically: 

●​ Confirm the exact entry rules for your specific destination country 
●​ Coordinate vet visits and USDA APHIS endorsement on your schedule 
●​ Book pet friendly or pet cargo flights with airlines experienced in live animal transport 
●​ Track document deadlines so nothing expires before travel day 
●​ Provide door to door pickup and delivery in some cases 
●​ Offer support if a flight is delayed or a document needs correction 

If your move date is fixed, your pet has a complex medical history, or you simply want one 
point of contact managing the process, it makes sense to consult a specialist early rather 
than after a problem appears. Owners moving pet from USA to Europe on a tight relocation 
schedule benefit the most from this kind of support. 

Ready to Plan Your Pet's Move to Europe 
A successful move comes down to sequencing your pet's microchip, vaccination, and health 
certificate correctly, then matching that timeline to your flight and destination country's 
specific rules. Get the order right and a USA to Europe pet import is a manageable, well 
documented process rather than a source of last minute stress. 

If you would rather have specialists handle the coordination, our team can review your 
timeline, confirm requirements for your destination, and manage the paperwork on your 
behalf. Book a consultation, request a quote, or download the full PDF version of this guide 
to keep every deadline in one place. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
How long does a USA to Europe pet import take from start to finish?  

Most owners need three to four months to complete every step correctly, though rush 
timelines of six to eight weeks are sometimes possible. 

Does my pet need a rabies titer test to enter the EU?  

No, since the USA is a listed third country, a titer test is not required as long as vaccination 
records are complete and in order. 

Can I bring my cat in the cabin with me on a flight to Europe?  

Many airlines allow small cats in the cabin under a specific weight limit, but you should 
confirm the policy directly with your chosen airline before booking. 



What happens if my pet's health certificate expires before I travel?  

You will need to schedule a new exam with a USDA accredited vet, since the certificate is 
only valid for 10 days from the exam date to EU entry. 

Do all EU countries require tapeworm treatment for dogs?  

No, only Finland, Ireland, Malta, and Norway currently require it, while other EU countries 
follow standard entry rules. 

Is quarantine required when moving a pet from the USA to Europe?  

Pets that meet all EU entry rules generally avoid quarantine, though incomplete paperwork 
can result in delays or holds at the border. 

Should I hire a pet relocation specialist or manage the move myself?  

Owners with straightforward moves and flexible timelines often manage it themselves, while 
those with fixed dates or complex cases benefit from specialist support. 

How much does it typically cost to move a mid sized dog to Europe?  

Budget between $800 and $2,000 if managing the process independently, or more if working 
with a full service relocation partner. 
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